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Part  I.  General  Pr^jvlsions 

Regulation  1.  Terms  Defined 

1.1  Swimming  Pool  means  and  includes  every  artificial  pool  of  water 
having  a  depth  of  two  feet  or  more  at  any  point  and  used  for  smmming  or 
bathing,  located  indoors  or  outdoors,  together  with  the  hathhouses,  equipment, 
and  appurtenances  used  in  connection  with  the  pool.  It  does  not  include  any 
residential  pool  as  herein  defined  nor  dees  it  include  any  pool  used  *»rimarily 
for  baptismal  purposes  or  the  healing  arts. 

1.2  Public  Pool  means  every  svdmming  or  wading  pool,  a'taiissirn  t6  which 
may  be  gained  by  the  general  public  with  f>r  without  the  payment  of  a  fee. 

1.3  Semi -Public  Pool  means  a  swimming  or  wading  pool  on  the  premises  of, 
or  used  in  connection  with  a  hotel,  motel,  trailer  court,  apartment  house, 
country  club,  youth  club,  school,  cainp,  or  similar  establishment  where  the 
primary  purpose  of  the  establishment  is  not  the  operation  of  the  swimming 
facilities,  and  where  admission  to  the  use  of  the  pool  is  included  in  the  fee 

<^  consideration  paid  or  given  for  the  primary  use  of  the  premises.  Semi -public 
jool  shall  also  mean  a  pool  crdistructed  aiid  maintained  by  groups  for  the 
purposes  of  providing  bathing  facilities  for  members  and  guests  only. 

1.4  Residential  Pool  means  a  swimming  or  wading  pool  established  or  main- 
tained by  an  individual  for  his  own  or  family's  use,  or  for  the  use  of  personal 
guests  of  his  household. 

1.5  Wading  Pool  means  a  pool  of  water  in  a  basin  having  a  maximum  depth 
of  less  than  two  feet  intended  chiefly  as  a  wading  place  for  children.  It  does 
not  include  any  residential  pool  as  herein  defined. 

1.6  Operator  means  any  person  who  (a)  alone  or  jointly  or  severally  with 
others  owns  a  public  or  semi -public  swimming  pool  or  wading  pool  regulated  by 
this  article,  or  (b)  has  care,  charge  or  control  of  such  a  pool  as  agent  or 
lessee  of  the  owner  or  as  an  independent  contractor. 

1.7  Person  means  every  individual,  partnership,  corporation,  firm, 
association  or  group,  including  a  city,  town,  county,  or  other  governmental 

unit, 

1.8  Board  of  Health  means  the  appropriate  and  legally  designated  health 
authority  of  the  city,  town,  or  other  legally  constituted  governmental  unit 
within  the  Commonwealth  having  the  usual  powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of 
health  of  a  city  or  a  town,  or  his  or  its  authorized  agent  or  representative. 

Regulation  2.  Plan  Approval 

2.1  No  person  shall  construct  or  install  a  swimming  or  wading  pool  or 
expand,  remodel,  or  otherwise  mate  any  change  which  may  affect  the  compliance 
of  an  existing  swimming  or  wading  pool  with  the  requirements  of  this  code 
until  the  plans  and  specifications  for  the  construction  or  change  have  been 
approved  in  writing  by  the  boai-d  of  health,  AppHfation  for  such  approval 
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shall  be  made  on  a  form  prescribed  by,  and  containing  such  information  as 
may  be  required  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Nothing  in  this  regulation  shall  affect  the  authority  of  any  person  acting 
under  appropriate  sections  of  an  applicable  building,  plumbing  or  electrical 
code,  ordinance  or  regulation. 

2.2  All  work  shall  conform  to  approved  plans  and  specifications.  Any 
revision  or  change  in  the  approved  plans  and  specifications  which  may  affect 
the  capacity  or  the  health  or  safety  features  of  the  swimming  or  wading 
pool  shall  be  submitted  to  the  board  of  health  for  review.  Approval  of  said 
change  or  revision  of  plans  shall  be  obtained  in  writing  before  the  work 
affected  by  the  change  is  undertaken. 

2.3  The  board  of  health  shall  be  notified  when  a  newly  constructed, 
expanded,  or  remodeled  swimming  or  wading  pool  is  ready  for  use.  Notification 
shall  be  given  at  least  one  week  prior  to  the  completion  of  the  project  so 
that  a  date  can  be  arranged  for  a  final  inspection.  Use  of  such  pool  shall 
not  commence  before  a  final  inspection  has  been  made  and  approval,  in  vo'iting, 
to  operate  has  been  given  by  the  board  of  health. 

Regulation  3.  Health  Regulations;  Signs 

3.1  No  person  having  a  communicable  disease  shall  be  employed  or  work 
at  a  swimming  pool. 

3.2  The  following  regulations  should  be  enforced  by  the  operator: 


(a)  No  bather  shall  enter  the  pool  unless  he  first  takes  a 
cleansing  shower. 

(b)  No  bather  who  has  been  outside  the  bathouse  or  pool  enclosure 
shall  re-enter  the  pool  enclosure  without  passing  through  a 
footshower,  an  approved  footbath,  or  using  a  shower. 

(c)  No  bather  shall  wear  a  bathing  suit  that  is  unclean. 

(d)  No  person  suffering  from  a  fever,  cough,  cold,  inflammation 
of  the  eyes,  nasal  or  ear  discharges,  or  any  communicable 
disease  shall  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  pool. 

(e)  No  person  with  sores  or  other  evidence  of  skin  disease,  or 
who  is  wearing  a  bandage  of  any  kind,  shall  be  allowed  the  use 
of  the  pool  except  with  the  written  permission  of  a  doctor. 

(f )  No  person  shall  spit  in  or  in  any  other  way  contaminate  the 
pool,  or  its  floors,  walkways,  aisles,  or  dressing  rooms. 

(g)  No  glass  containers  shall  be  permitted  in  the  pool  or  on 
walkways  within  8  feet  of  the  pool. 

(h)  No  person  shall  bring  or  throw  into  the  pool  any  object  that 
may  in  any  way  carry  contamination  or  endanger  the  safety  of 
bathers . 
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3.3  The  operator  shall  cause  a  sign  to  be  placed  at  the  entrance  of 
the  pool  enclosure,  or  on  a  wall  of  the  dressing  room  where  one  is  provided, 
which  reads  substantially  as  follows: 

"All  persons  are  required  to  take  a  cleansing  shower  bath 
before  entering  the  pool." 

"No  person  with  a  communicable  disease  is  allowed  to  use 
the  pool." 

Regulation  4.  Lifeguards,  Lifeguard  Chairs 

4.1  The  operator  shall  provide  lifeguards  holding  current  Red  Cross 
Senior  Lifesaver's  Certificates,  National  Y.M.C.A.  Senior  Lifesaver's 
Certificates,  or  equal,  if  the  board  of  health  determines  that  they  are 
necessary  for  the  safe  use  of  the  swimming  pool.  The  determination  of  need 
should  take  into  account  the  size,  shape  and  capacity  of  the  swimming  pool. 
For  pools  with  a  capacity  of  20  persons  or  less  as  stated  on  the  permit, 

no  lifeguard  shall  be  required  provided  that  the  pool  is  supervised  by  a 
sv/immer  when  in  use. 

4.2  Except  in  pools  with  a  capacity  of  20  persons  or  less  as  stated  on 
the  permit,  the  number  of  trained  lifeguards  determined  necessary  by  the  board 
of  health  shall  be  in  constant  attendance  during  bathing  hours  and  no  bather 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  swimming  pool  unless  this  number  of  lifeguards  is 
present. 

Regulation  5.  Safety  Equipment 

5.1  For  each  2000  square  feet  or  major  fraction  thereof  of  vi/ater  surface 
area,  the  operator  shall  provide,  in  a  readily  accessible  location,  at  least 
one  shepard's  crook  pole  with  minimum  handle  length  of  12  feet,  and  should 
provide  one  ring  buoy  with  a  minimum  inside  diameter  of  15  inches  weighing 
2-1/2  pounds  and  with  a  l/4-inch  rope  attached  no  less  in  length  than  1-1/2 
times  the  width  of  the  pool. 

Regulation  6.  First-Aid  Equipment 

6.1  The  operator  shall  provide  a  standard  24-unit  first-aid  kit  or  its 
equivalent.  The  telephone  number  of  local  police,  state  police,  fire  depart- 
ment, and  several  physicians  who  may  be  available  for  emergency  treatment 
shall  be  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place.  A  telephone,  other  than  a  pay  station, 
shall  be  available  within  100  yards  of  the  pool. 

Regulation  7.  Bathhouse  and  Sanitary  Facilities 

7.1  The  operator  shall  provide  for  each  sex  adequate  and  separate 
dressing  and  sanitary  facilities  located  adjacent  to  every  public  swimming 
pool.  Rooms  shall  be  of  ample  size  and  well  lighted,  drained,  ventilated, 
and  so  planned  and  constructed  that  good  sanitation  can  be  maintained 
throughout  the  building  at  all  times.  Bathers  shall  be  so  routed  that  the 
crossing  of  street  shoe  and  wet  barefoot  traffic,  is  kept  to  a  minimum.  In 
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general,  impervious  materials  and  light  colors  should  be  used  thi-oughout. 

7.2  The  operator  of  a  public  sTdmining  pool  shall  maintain  separate 
showers  for  each  sex,  and  shall  furnish  hot  and  c«ld  water.  The  minimum 
number  of  showers  shall  be  one  for  each  4O  bathers  based  on  the  maximum 
bather  load,  (see  regulation  11.1).  Sex  distribution  shall  be  considered. 

7.3  The  operator  of  a  public  STdmming  pf)Ol  shall  provide  and  shall 
maintain  in  a  sanitary  condition,  for  each  sex,  at  least  two  water  closets 
at  convenient  locations.  Where   the  maximum  bather  load  is  in  excess  of  80, 
one  additional  water  closet  shall  be  provided  for  each  additional  4O  bathers. 
Sex  distribution  shall  be  considered.  For  males,  urinals  may  be  sub^'^ituted 
for  up  to  one  third  of  the  number  of  water  closets  required.  Toilexs  for 
the  use  of  spectators  shall  be  separated  from  those  provided  for  bathers  and 
shall  be  located  outside  the  area  used  by  bathers. 

7.4  The  operator  of  a  public  swimma.ng  pool  sha-i.l  provide  ?nd  sholl 
maintain  in  a  sanitary  condition  washbasins  adjacent  to  all  wa-er  closets 
in  the  proportion  of  at  least  one  bowl  for  each  60  bathers,  bathed  on  the 
maximum  bather  load.  Sex  distribution  shall  be  considered. 

7.5  The  operator  shaJJI  prohibit  the  use  of  common  hand  towels,  cups, 
combs,  or  brushes, 

7.6  The  operator  should  provide  hose  bibs  for  flushing  down  the 
dressing  rocma,  bathhouse  interior,  and  outside  pool  declcs.  It  is  recommended 
that  hot  wat.er  be  provided  at  indoor  pools. 

7.7  The  operator  shall  provide  soap  at  all  shower  baths  and  washbasins. 

7.8  The  operator  shall  provide  a  room  designated  aT'd  equ-^'j-pod  for  the 
emergency  care  of  sick  or  injured  bathers  at  a  public  £.v'."'-T;T.,f];  ";."Col.  The 
location  of  such  a  room  shall  be  approved  by  the  board  o2   hiiSi^'-,  'vtlnimum 
equipment  shall  include  a  cot  and  blanket  and  may  include  the  st3-:idai'd  24-unit 
first-aid  kit  required  under  Regulation  6.1. 

7.9  The  operator  shall  provide  adequate  storage  space  for  janitorial 
equipment  and  supplies  and  instructional  equipment. 

7.10  Foot  showers  are  optional  where  the  pool  enclosure  is  entered 
directly  through  the  bathhouse,  but  the  operator  of  every  semi -public 
swimming  pool  not  entered  through  a  bathhouse  shall  provide  a  foot  shower 
at  each  entrance  of  the  pool  enclosure.  A  flow-through  footbath  may  be 
substituted  for  the  foot  shower. 

7.11  The  operator  shall  be  reaponsible  for  maintaining  adequate 
lighting  in  all  parts  of  the  bathhouse,  toilets,  pool  area,  and  pool  water 
by  sunlight  or  artificial  lighting,  or  both,  under  all  conditions  of  pool 
use.  Arrangements  and  design  of  lighting  shall  allow  lifeguards  and 
attendants  to  see  clearly  every  part  of  the  pool,  walkway,  spring  boards, 
and  other  appurtenances  without  being  blinded  by  the  lights.  All  lighting, 
including  underwater  pool  lightning,  shall  be  so  3rist?iTl<=-d  and  maintained  as 
not  to  create  a  hazard. 
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7.12  I'/hen  provided,  heating  units  shall  be  so  installed  as  to  present 
no  hazard  to  bathers. 

7.13  All  rooms  housing  indoor  swimming  pools  and  all  bathhouses, 
dressing  rooms,  shower  rooms,  and  toilets  at  both  indoor  and  outdoor  pools 
shall  be  properly  and  adequately  ventilated. 

7.14  Attention  should  be  given  to  acoustical  properties  of  rooms 
housing  indoor  swimming  pools  and  bathhouses.  The  design  and  materials 
used  in  the  construction  should  reduce  reverberation  of  sound,  so  that  a 
lifeguard's  voice  or  a  call  for  help  may  be  easi?>^  heard. 

7.15  The  operator  of  every  public  swimming  pool  shall  provide  and 
maintain  adequate  enclosure  to  prevent  unauthorized  persons  and  animels 
from  entering  the  pool  area.  Access  to  every  public  swimming  pool  by  bathers 
shall  be  provided  only  through  the  bathhouse  facilities.  If  the  board  of 
health  so  requires  the  operator  of  a  semi -public  swimming  pool  shall  provide 
and  maintain  adequate  enclosure  to  prevent  unauthorized  persons  and  animals 
from  entering  the  pool  area. 

7.16  The  operator  shall  provide  sanitary  drinking  water  facilities 
from  a  source  approved  by  the  board  of  health  and  in  compliance  with 
Article  XII  of  the  Sanitary  Code. 

Regulation  8.  Sewage  and  Waste  Water  Disposal 

8.1  The  operator  shall  provide  a  sanitary  drainage  system  connected 
to  the  public  sewerage  system  for  the  disposal  of  sev;age,  waste  water  and 
back-wash  water.  Provided,  that  if  because  of  non- aval lability,  distance, 
or  ground  conditions,  connection  to  a  public  sewerage  system  is  not 
practicable,  any  other  sanitary  means  of  disposal  of  sewage,  waste  water 
and  back-wash  water  approved  by  the  board  of  health  and  in  compliance  with 
Article  XI  of  this  code  may  be  installed. 

8.2  Except  on  the  watershed  of  a  public  surface  water  supply,  waste 
water  resulting  from  draining  of  a  pool  may  be  discharged  into  a  stream  or, 
v/ith  approval  of  the  board  of  public  works  or  other  agency  having  control 
over  such  facilities  of  the  municipality,  into  a  storm  drain. 

Regulation  9.  Closure  of  Pool 

9.1  The  operator  shall  be  familiar  with  the  provisions  of  this  article 
and  every  other  applicable  law  and  regulation  pertaining  to  swimming  and 
wading  pools, 

9.2  If  at  any  time  the  swimming  or  wading  pool  water  does  not  conform 
with  the  requirements  for  residual  chlorine  and  water  clarity  set  out  in 
regulations  25  and  27,  the  operator  shall  immediately  close  the  pool  until 
the  pool  water  conforms  with  those  standards. 
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Regulation  10.  Annual  Permit  Requirements  for  Swimming  and  Wading  Pools; 
Pool  Records 

10.1  No  person  shall  operate  or  maintain  any  swimming  or  wading  pool 
without  the  written  permission  of  the  board  of  health  on  a  form  prescribed 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  permit  shall 
state  the  method  of  water  treatment,  the  number  of  trained  lifeguards 
required,  and  the  maximum  number  of  people  allowed  in  the  water  at  any  time 
(see  regulation  11.1).  The  permit  shall  be  subject  to  the  requirements  of 
this  code  and  to  any  additional  regulations  as  may  be  adopted  by  the  board  of 
health.  Provided .  that  a  board  of  health  may  issue  a  permit  for  the  use  of 
any  svnmming  or  wading  pool  which  fails  to  meet  the  requirements  for  design 
or  construction  (see  regulations  13  through  22)  if  the  pool  was  in  use  prior 
to  the  effective  date  of  this  article,  and  if  such  failure  does  not  materially 
in$)air  the  safety  or  sanitary  operation  of  the  pool. 

10.2  The  operator  shall  post  the  permit  in  a  conspicuous  location  near 
the  swimming  or  wading  pool. 

10.3  All  permits  shall  expire  December  31  following  the  date  of  issue, 
and  may  be  revoked  for  cause  at  any  time  by  the  board  of  health  (see  regulation 
42). 

10.4.  Application  for  a  permit  shall  be  made  to  the  board  of  health  at 
least  15  days  before  the  expiration  of  a  permit,  or  otherwise  at  least  15  days 
before  the  opening  of  the  swimming  or  wading  pool. 

10.5  The  operator  shall  maintain  a  current  written  record  of  all  data 
pertaining  to  the  operation  and  condition  of  the  pool  and  he  shall  keep  it 
available  for  inspection  by  the  board  of  health  at  all  reasonable  times.  The 
record  shall  include  daily  attendance,  amounts  and  types  of  chemicals  used 
daily,  results  of  chemical  and  bacteriological  tests,  dates  and  times  of 
emptying  and  cleaning  the  pool  and  backwashing  of  filters,  the  daily  number  of 
hours  of  operation  of  purification  equipment,  and  any  other  pertinent 
information  which  the  board  of  health  requires. 

RegijLlation  11.  Bather  Load  Capacity 

11.1  For  the  purpose  of  computing  bather  load  capacity,  those  portions 
of  the  swimming  pool  five  feet  or  less  in  depth  shall  be  designated  as  "non- 
svaiTimer"  areas.  Portions  of  the  pool  over  five  feet  in  depth  shall  be 
designated  as  the  "swimming"  area. 

11.2  In  order  to  con5)ute  swimmer  and  bather  capacity,  swimming  pool 
areas  shall  be  determined  as  follows: 

Ten  square  feet  of  pool  water  surface  area  shall  be  provided 
for  each  non-swimmer  expected  at  time  of  maximum  load. 

Twenty-four  square  feet  shall  be  provided  for  each  swimmer 
expected  at  time  of  maximum  load. 

Three  hundred  square  feet  of  pool  water  surface  area  shall  be 
Reserved  around  each  diving  board  or  diving  platform  and  this 
area  shall  not  be  included  in  '^.ompirting  the  erea  of  the  swimming 
section. 
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•s?>^,.       The  bather  load  capacity  shall  be  stated  on  the  permit. 
'%..     (See  regulation  10.1) 

IX. 3  The  board  of  health  diall  make  additional  allowance  for  bathers 
in  eases  of  swimming  pools  with  extensive  deck  areas  used  by  patrons  for 
lounging  or  sunbathing.  These  allowances  shall  be  based  on  studies  of 
actual  swimming  pool  use  in  areas  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board  of 
health. 

Regulation  12.  Location;  Structural  Stability;  Finish 

12.1  A  swimming  pool  should  be  located  where  it  can  be  maintained  free 
from  pollution  by  dust,  smoke,  soot,  surface  drainage,  or  other  deleterious 
substances . 

12.2  Construction  of  every  swimming  pool  shall  conform  with  appropriate 
state  and  local  building,  plumbing  and  electrical  code  requirements. 

12.3  No  projection  except  ladders  and  grab  rails  shall  be  permitted  from 
any  pool  wall  or  floor  surface.  Provided .  that  a  fill-spout  may  be  con- 
structed under  the  diving  stand,  rounded  fittings  projecting  not  more  than 
1-1/2  inches  from  the  wall  may  be  installed,  and  drains  of  an  anti-vortex 
design  may  be  constructed  in  the  deep  portion  of  the  pool.  A  recessed  stair- 
way shall  not  be  considered  a  projection  for  the  purposes  of  this  regulation, 
A  safety  ledge  as  described  in  regulation  18.3  sheill  not  be  considered  a 
projection  for  the  purposes  of  this  regulation. 

12.4  The  finish  of  the  walls  and  floors  of  every  swimming  pool  shall  be 
of  concrete,  cement,  mortar,  tile,  paint,  vinyl  liner,  fiberglass,  or  other 
inert  and  impervious  material,  shall  be  reasonably  enduring,  shall  be 
moderately  smooth  and  free  from  cracks,  and  shall  be  of  a  light  color. 

12.5  The  designing  registered  architect  or  registered  professional 
engineer  shall  be  responsible  for  certifying  to  the  structural  stability  and 
safety  of  the  pool. 

Regulation  13.  Water  Recirculation  and  Filtration  Systems 

13.1  All  swimming  pools  shall  be  equipped  and  operated  with  a  system 
for  recirculation  and  purification  of  the  pool  water.  This  system  shall  be 
capable  of  maintaining  the  water  quality  standards  of  regulations  24  through 
27  of  this  article.  The  overall  recirculation  and  purification  systems  shall 
be  so  designed  and  constructed  that  the  entire  volume  of  the  pool  can  be 
recirculated,  filtered,  and  disinfected  in  8  hours  or  less.  Exception :  A  flow 
tjarough  pool  may  be  installed  where  at  least  500  gallons  of  clean  water  per 
bather  per  day  is  provided  and  where  such  installation  is  approved  by  the 
board  of  health. 

13.2  The  equipment  of  the  recirculation  and  purification  systems  shall 
include : 

(a)  a  system  of  filters; 

(b)  recirculation  punps; 
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(c)  hair  and  lint  strainers; 

(d)  provision  for  chemical  feed; 

(e)  provision  for  bactericidal  treatment; 

(f )  filter  effluent  rate  of  flow  meter  or  meters; 

(g)  balancing  or  float-control  tank  or  above-rim  fill-spout; 

(h)  pH  test  kit  and  residual  bactericide  test  kit; 

(i)  all  other  equipment  necessary  to  make  the  particular 
treatment  process  complete  and  efficiently  operable. 

13-3  The  maximum  permissible  design  filtration  rate  for  pressure  or 
gravity  filters  using  sand  or  equivalent  media  shall  be  3  gallons  per  minute 
per  square  foot  of  filter  surface  area.  The  maximum  permissible  design 
filter  rate  for  all  types  of  diatomaceous  earth  filters  shall  be  2  gallons 
per  minute  per  square  foot  of  filter  area  without  continuous  body  food  and 
2.5  gallons  per  minute  per  square  foot  with  continuous  body  feed.  The 
maximum  permissible  design  filter  rate  for  cartridge-type  filters  shall  be 
2  gallons  per  minute  per  square  foot  of  filter  area. 

13. A  Suitable  equipment  shall  be  provided  and  so  installed  as  to  permit 
adequate  disinfection  of  all  the  pool  water.  When  chlorinators  or  hypo- 
chlorinators  are  used  they  shall  be  dependable  in  operation  and  equipped  with 
a  calibrated  controlling  device  capable  of  being  finely  adjusted  to  the 
required  rates,  and  shall  have  a  maximum  feed-rate  capacity  of  at  least  3 
pounds  of  chlorine  per  24  hours  per  10,000  gallcaas  of  pool  capacity  for  all 
outdoor  pools,  and  at  least  one  pound  of  chlorine  per  24  hours  per  15,000 
gallons  of  pool  capacity  for  all  indoor  pools. 

Chlorine  gas  feeders  and  containers,  when  used,  shall  be  housed  in  a 
separate  compartment  or  compartments  at  or  above  ground  level  with  forced 
and  natural  ventilation  to  the  outside  placed  at  the  floor  level.  No 
chlorine  gas  apparatus  shall  be  located  or  installed  so  as  to  present  an  un- 
due hazard  to  the  person  who  operates  it,  or  a  hazard  to  any  other  person. 
A  gas  mask  approved  by  the  board  of  health  for  protection  against  chlorine  gas 
shall  be  provided  and  suitably  stored  outside  the  chlorine  gas  feeder  and 
container  compartment. 

13.5  Filters,  hair  catchers,  recirculation  pumps,  chemical  and  filter- 
aid  feeders,  chlorinators,  operating  valves,  and  other  equipment  shall  be 
easily  accessible  for  operation  and  maintenance  purposes. 

Regulation  I4.  Construction  Materials 

14.1  All  construction  materials  including  piping  shall  be  non-toxic 
and  should  be  resistant  to  corrosion  and  stresses  to  which  they  may  be 
subjected. 

14.2  It  is  recommended  that  provisions  be  made  to  permit  complete 
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dewatering  of  all  piping  and  equipment* 

Regulation  15.  Inlets  and  Outlets 

15.1  Inlets  for  fresh  or  repurified  water  should  be  located  to 
produce,  so  far  as  possible,  uniform  circulation  of  water  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  uniform  chlorine  or  other  approved  disinfectant  residual 
thtoughout  the  entire  pool.  Inlets  for  the  recirculation  system  shall  be 
submerged,  individually  adjustable,  and  shall  be  designed  and  installed  to 
reduce  the  escape  of  chlorine  or  other  disinfectant  . 

15.2  All  swimming  and  wading  pools  shall  be  provided  with  an  outlet 
at  the  deepest  point.  It  is  recommended  that  at  least  2  outlets  be 
provided  for  every  swimming  pool  more  than  30  feet  wide.  Outlets  should  be 
spaced  not  more  than  20  feet  apart  across  the  deepest  section  of  the  swimming 
pool  nor  more  than  10  feet  from  the  nearer  side  wall.  Unless  anti -vortex 

in  design,  outlet  openings  shall  be  covered  by  a  grating  which  cannot  be 
readily  removed  by  bathers  and  shall  be  at  least  4  times  the  area  of  the 
discharge  pipe  to  reduce  suction  currents.  Total  area  of  the  openings  in  the 
outlet  grating  shall  be  sufficient  to  prevent  the  development  of  a  suction 
dangerous  to  the  safety  of  bathers.  The  swimming  pool  outlet  piping  shall  be 
valved  and  shall  be  connected  to  the  recirculation  pump  suction  and  shall  have 
a  design  capacity  equal  to  the  recirculation  pump  capacity. 

Regulation  16.  Cross  Connections 

16.1  No  piping  arrangement  shall  exist  which  under  any  circumstance 
will  permit  water  from  any  public,  se.m -public,  or  residential  pool  or 
recirculation  syexsm  to  snter  any  donestic  vater  supply,  or  will  permit 
sewage,  waste  water,  or  L-ny  wa--;er  of  uaknown  or  questionable  quality  to 
enter  the  pool  or  pool  piping  system^ 

Regulation  17.  Skimming  Facilities 

17.1  All  swimming  pools  shall  be  designed  so  that  approximately 

50  per  cent  of  the  filter  flo?/  rate  shall  be  drawn  from  the  top  surface  of 
the  pool. 

17.2  When  skimming  devices,  or  deck  drains  for  water-level  deck-type 
swimming  pools,  are  not  used,  an  overflow  channel  shall  extend  completely 
around  every  awimning  pool.  The  chanr.sl,  channel  outlets  and  piping  shall 
be  capable  of  reaic'ing  at  leac":  50  pei'  cent  of  the  recL^culated  water  and 
shall  be  equ:".pped  to  car:?y  away  sputum  and  other  floating  matbor  in  an 
effective  way.  The  channel  shall  be  so  designed  as  to  accomplish  the 
following  results: 

(a)  provide  effective  skinaning  action  over  the  entire  pool 
surface; 

(b)  intercept,  in  addition  to  the  normal  overflow,  all  splashed 
out  water  to  prevent  flooding  or  washing  of  the  walkways 
around  the  pool; 

(c)  prevent,  so  far  as  possible,  waters  that  have  entered  the 
channel  from  being  washed  back  into  the  pool; 
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(d)  provide  for  easy  inspection  and  cleaning;  and 

(e)  present  no  accident  hazard  to  bathers. 

Outlet  openings  of  gratings  in  the  overflow  channel  shall  be  at  least  twice 
the  area  of  the  outlet  piping.  Drainage  from  the  channels  can  be  returned  to 
the  pool  water  recirculation  system  ahead  of  the  filters  (ordinarily  at  the 
balancing  tanks  or  at  pump  suction),  provided  that,  unless  channels  are 
self  cleansing,  provision ,  shall  be  made  for  diverting  the  channel  water  to 
waste  when  cleaning  the  channel  or  walkway. 

The  overflow  channel  should  provide  an  acceptable  hand  hold  for  bathers. 

17.3  In  all  swimming  pools  where  skimming  devices  are  used  they  shall 
satisfy  the  following  requirements: 

(a)  at  least  one  shall  be  provided  for  each  600  square  feet,  or 
major  portion  thereof,  of  pool  surface  area. 

(b)  each  shall  be  automatically  adjustable  to  variations  in  water 
level  over  a  range  of  at  least  3  inches. 

(c)  each  shall  be  designed  with  a  weir  length  which  permits  a 
flow  of  not  less  than  20  gallons  per  minute  per  lineal  foot 

of  weir. 

(d)  each  shell  be  provided  with  an  easily  removable  and  cleanable 
basket  or  screen  through  which  all  overflow  water  must  pass 
to  trap  solids. 

(e)  each  shall  be  equipped  with  a  throttling  device  for 
balancing  purposes. 

(f )  each  shall  be  designed  for  a  flow-through  rate  of  at  least 

30  gallons  per  nd.nute.  The  -total  capacity  of  all  skimmers 

in  a^iy  pool  shall  he   approxluiP.to]  y  50  per  cent  of  the  required 

filter  flow  of  the  recirculation  system. 

(g)  each  shall  be  of  substantial,  enduring,  and  corrosion- 
resistant  material. 

The  freeboard  around  any  pool  in  wh-ich  skimming  devices  are  used  shall 
be  no  more  than  6  jjiches,  unless  a  havid  hold  is  provided. 

Regulation  18.  Pool  Slopes  and  Dimensions 

18,1  The  minimum  depth  of  water  in  swimming  pools  to  be  used  for  general 
swimming  p':~-o^&es  siiall  'be  not  less  than  3  feet.  In  any  part  of  the  pool 
less  than  5  feet  jn  depth,  slopes  in  the  pool  floor  shall  remain  constant  and 
shall  not  exceed  one  foot  vertical  in  12  feet  horizontal.  Provided,  that 
exception  may  be  made  by  the  board  of  health  for  pools  built  principally  for 
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instruction,  or  in  a  recessed  area  of  the  main  swimming  pool  where  the 
pool  is  of  any  irregular  shape,  such  as  the  leg  of  a  "T",  "L",  or  "Z". 

18.2  Walls  of  swimming  pools  shall  be  vertical  or  shall  have  a 
maximum  batter  of  one  foot  horizontal  to  5  feet  vertical.  Where  pools  are 
used  for  competitive  swimming  the  walls  shall  be  vertical  for  a  minimum 
depth  of  2  feet  6  inches.  V/hen  coved  construction  is  used  to  join  the  walls 
and  bottom  of  any  pool  the  following  shall  apply: 

(a)  at  depths  of  from  3  feet  to  5  feet  the  maximum  radius  of 
coving  shall  be  6  inches. 

(b)  at  depths  greater  than  5  feet  the  radius  of  coving  joining 
the  wall  and  floor  at  any  point  shall  be  equal  to  not  more  than  the  depth 

of  the  pool  at  that  point  minus  3  feet.  No  ledges  or  any  other  abrupt  change 
in  the  wall  slope  shall  be  allowed  except  for  reasonable  fillets  or  coving 
where  the  wall  joins  the  pool  bottom.  Plane  surfaces  tangent  to  allowable 
coving  may  be  used  in  lieu  of  curves. 

18.3  Notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  regulation  18.2,  a  safety  ledge 
not  more  than  4.  inches  in  width  and  located  about  4  feet  below  the  pool 
water  surface  may  be  permitted,  provided  it  is  sloped  slightly  toward  the 
center  of  the  pool  to  prevent  dirt  accumulation. 

18.4  The  slopes  and  dimensions  of  swimming  pools  shall  conform  in 
general  with  the  outline  in  Diagram  1,  Appendix  A,  which  shall  in  no  other 
way  limit  the  design  of  any  swimming  pool. 

Regulation  19.  Water  Depth  Markings 

19.1  The  water  depth  of  every  swimming  pool  shall  be  plainly  marked  on 
the  pool  deck  at  the  edge  of  the  pool  and  on  the  vertical  pool  walls,  at 
or  above  the  water  surface  if  possible.  Markings  shall  be  in  dark  colors, 
spaced  at  one -foot  depth  intervals  in  the  shallow  portion  of  the  pool  to  a 
depth  of  5  feet,  and  then  at  appropriate  places  of  not  more  than  25-foot 
intervals  around  the  deep  portion  of  the  pool.  It  is  recommended  that, 
when  non-swimmers  use  a  pool,  a  polyethylene  line  with  floats  separate  the 
non-swimmer  area  from  deeper  water.  When  swimming  and  diving  are  permitted 
at  the  same  time,  it  is  recommended  that  a  polyethylene  line  with  floats  be 
installed  across  the  pool  at  the  location  where  the  slope  of  the  bottom 
increases  to  separate  the  diving  area  from  the  swimming  area. 

-.  Regulation  20.  Walkways 

20.1  Walkways  shall  be  continuous  around  the  pool  with  a  minimum  width 
of  4  feet  of  unobstructed  clear  distance  including  a  curb  at  the  pool  edge, 
if  such  a  curb  is  used.  Walkways  of  a  width  of  8  feet  are  desirable.  A 
minimum  of  3  feet  walk  width  shall  be  provided  around  any  piece  of  diving 
equipment.  All  walks,  decks,  and  terraces  shall  have  a  minimum  slope  of 
1/4-inch  per  foot  toward  adequate  drains  or  points  at  which  the  water  will 
have  a  free  unobstructed  flow  to  approved  points  of  disposal  at  all  times. 
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Regulation  21.  Ladders  and  Steps 

21.1  Except  in  a  flush  deck  pool,  a  minimum  of  one  ladder  shall  be 
provided  for  each  75  feet  of  swimming  pool  perimeter,  and  not  less  than  2 
such  devices  shall  be  provided  at  any  pool.  At  least  one  shall  be  placed 
at  the  shallow  end  of  the  pool.  If  step-holes  are  provided  in  lieu  of 
ladders,  they  shall  be  readily  cleanable  and  sloped  slightly,  or  provided 
with  drain  holes,  to  prevent  accumulation  of  dirt.  A  suitable  handrail 
extending  to  the  pool  deck  or  curb  shall  be  provided  at  each  side  of  each 
ladder.  Provided,  that  recessed  stairsteps  may  be  substituted  for  ladders 
or  step-holes.  A  suitable  handrail  shall  be  provided  at  one  side  or  in  the 
center  of  stairsteps. 

Regulation  22.  Diving  Boards 

22.1  Diving  equipment  shall  be  rigidly  constructed  and  properly 
anchored  with  sufficient  bracing  to  insure  stability  under  the  heaviest 
reasonable  load.  Diving  boards  shall  be  of  sound  construction,  free  from 
splinters  or  dangerous  cracks,  and  shall  be  capable  of  supporting  the  heaviest 
load  under  conditions  of  reasonable  use.  Diving  boards  and  platforms  shall 

be  covered  or  finished  with  durable  non-slip  material. 

22.2  Diving  are 8s  shall  conform  with  the  requirements  of  Table  1  in 
Appendix  A. 

22.3  No  diving  board  or  platform  more  than  10  feet  above  the  pool  water 
level  shall  be  permitted  for  general  public  use  in  any  public  swimming  pool. 
At  least  13  feet  free  and  unobstructed  head  room  shall  be  provided  above  diving 
boards  and  platforms. 

Regulation  23.  V/ater  Source 

23.1  Water  to  be  used  in  any  swimming  or  wading  pool  shall  be  obtained 
from  a  source  approved  by  the  board  of  health. 

Regulation  2^.  Bacteriological  Quality 

24.1  The  board  of  health  shall  cause  samples  of  swimming  or  wading  pool 
water  for  bacteriological  analysis  to  be  taken  from  the  pool  whenever  the 
board  considers  it  necessary.  The  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  from 
recirculation-type  pools  shall  meet  the  standards  for  drinking  water  as 
established  by  the  U.  S.  Public  Health  Service.  The  bacteriological  quality 
of  water  from  flow-through  tjrpe  pools  shall  be  considered  satisfactory  if  the 
water  contains  an  MPN  of  coliform  organisms  of  not  over  2400  per  100  ml. 

Regulation  25.  Chemical  Standards 

25.1  Swimming  pool  water  shall  be  treated  with  chlorine  as  a  disin- 
fectant in  accordance  with  the  following  table: 
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TvDe  of  Chlorination  ^H  Residual  Chlorine 

Low  Free  Residual  7.0  -  7.5  0.4  -  1.0  Free 

High  Free  Residual  8.0  -  8.9  1.0  -  4.0  Free 

Other  equally  effective  disinfectants  may  be  used  as  a  substitute  for 
chlorine,  upon  proof  to  the  Department  of  Public  Health  of  the  Commonwealth 
that  water  so  treated  will  meet  the  bacteriological  standards  in 
regulation  24.1. 

25.2  Tests  for  residual  disinfectant  shall  be  made  daily  during  the 
peak  load  by  the  swimming  pool  operator,  or  more  often  if  required  by  the 
board  of  health. 

25.3  Hydrogen-Ion  Concentration  (pH:)  Tests  for  hydrogen-ion 
concentration  (pH)  shall  be  made  daily  by  the  pool  operator  of  each  swimming 
pool,  and  whenever  else  the  board  of  health  considers  it  necessary. 

Regulation  26.  Swimming  Pool  V/ater  Testing  Equipment 

26.1  Testing  equipment  suitable  for  determination  of  residual  disin- 
fectant and  hydrogen-ion  concentration  (pH)  for  the  type  of  disinfection 
used  over  the  range  specified  under  regulation  25.1  of  these  regulations 
shall  be  maintained  in  good  repair  at  the  pool  together  with  a  fresh  supply 
of  the  necessary  reagents. 

Regulation  27.  Water  Clarity 

27.1  At  all  times  any  swimming  or  wading  pool  is  in  use,  the  water 
shall  be  sufficiently  clear  to  permit  a  black  disc  6  inches  in  diameter  on 
a  white  field,  when  placed  on  the  bottom  of  the  pool  at  the  deepest  point, 
to  be  clearly  visible  from  the  sidewalks  of  the  pool  at  all  distances  up  to 
10  yards  measured  from  a  line  drawn  across  the  pool  through  said  disc. 

Regulation  32.  Water  Quality  Standards  -  Wading  Pools 

32.1  Standards  of  water  quality  for  wading  pools  shall  be  the  same  as 
for  swimming  pools  except  that  turnover  rates  shall  be  4  hours  or  less  (See 
regulations  24  through  26).  Clarity  and  cleanliness  of  the  water  shall  be 
maintained  by  a  continuous  recirculation  of  the  water  through  an  appropriate 
and  separate  filtration  system.  Provided,  that  no  filtering  system  shall  be 
necessary  for  any  wading  pool  in  which  500  gallons  of  fresh  water  per  bather 
per  day  are  supplied  from  an  approved  source. 

Regulation  33.  Closure  of  Wading  Pools 

33.1  The  operator  of  every  wading  pool  shall  be  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  provisions  of  this  article  and  every  other  applicable  law  and 
regulation  pertaining  to  wading  pools.  If  at  any  time  the  pool  water  does 
not  conform  with  the  requirements  foi-  residual  chlorine  and  \mter  clarity 
referred  to  in  regulation  32.1,  the  operator  shall  immediately  close  the  pool 
until  the  pool  water  conforms  with,  those  standards. 
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Part  II.  Enforcement 

Regulation  <41.  General  Enforcement 

41.1  The  provisions  of  Article  I  of  this  code  shall  govern  the 
enforcement  of  this  article  except  as  supplemented  by  the  following 
regulations. 

Regulation  42.  Orders;  Service  and  Content 

42.1  If  an  examination  as  provided  for  in  regulation  3  of  Article  I 
reveals  that  a  swimming  or  wading  pool  does  not  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  this  article,  the  board  of  health  may  order  the  person  responsible  to 
comply  with  the  violated  provision. 

42.2  If  an  examination  reveals  the  existence  of  a  health  or  safety 
hazard  at  any  swimming  or  wading  pool,  the  board  of  health  may,  as  it 
considers  necessary,  issue  an  order  which  revokes  or  suspends  a  permit. 
Such  an  order  shall  be  complied  with  in  accordance  with  its  directions  and 
no  person  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  the  water  of  the  swimming  or  wading 
pool  unless  and  until  the  permit  has  been  reissued  or  the  order  has  been 
revoked  in  writing  by  the  board  of  health. 

42.3  Every  order  authorized  by  this  article  shall  be  in  writing. 
Orders  issued  under  the  provisions  of  regulation  42.1  shall  be  served  on 
all  persons  responsible  for  the  violation  of  regulations.  All  orders  shall 
be  served  on  the  designated  person: 

(a)  personally,  by  any  person  authorized  to  serve  civil  process,  or 

(b)  by  leaving  a  copy  of  the  order  at  his  last  and  usual  place  of  abode, 
or 

(c)  by  sending  him  a  copy  of  the  order  by  registered  or  certified  mail, 
return  receipt  requested,  if  he  is  within  the  Commonwealth,  or 

(d)  if  his  last  and  usual  place  of  abode  is  unknown  or  outside  the 
Commonwealth,  by  posting  a  copy  of  the  order  in  a  conspicuous 
place  on  or  about  the  swimming  or  wading  pool  or  portion  thereof 
affected. 

42.4  Subject  to  the  emergency  provision  of  regulation  5  of  Article  I 
and  to  the  provisions  of  regulation  42.2  of  this  article,  any  order  issued 
under  the  provisions  of  this  article  shall: 

(a)  include  a  statement  of  the  violation  or  defect,  and  may  suggest 
action  which  if  taken  will  effect  coinpliance  with  this  code,  and 

(b)  allot  a  reasonable  time  for  any  action  it  requires,  and 

(c)  inform  the  person  to  whom  it  is  directed  of  his  right  to  a  hearing 
and  of  his  resporisibilxty  V:»  x'equest  bh<3  heaTing,  and  to  whom  the 
request  shall  be  made. 
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Regtilation  13.     Hearing 

43.1  The  person  or  persons  to  vshom  any  order  served  pursuant  to 
regulation  4^2  of  this  article  has  been  directed  may  request  a  hearing  before 
the  board  of  health  by  filing,  within  7  days  after  the  day  the  order  was  served, 
in  the  office  of  the  board  of  health  a  written  petition  requesting  a  hearing  on 
the  matter.  Upon  receipt  of  such  petition  the  board  of  health  shall  set  a  time 
and  a  place  for  such  hearing  and  shall  infoiTn  the  petitioner  thereof  in 
writing.  The  hearing  shall  be  commenced  not  later  than  10  days  after  the  day 
on  which  the  petition  was  filed;  provided .  that  upon  application  of  the 
petitioner  the  board  of  health  may  postpone  the  date  of  the  hearing  for  a 
reasonable  time  beyond  such  10-day  period  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  board  of 
health  the  petitioner  has  submitted  a  good  and  sufficient  reason  for  such 
postponement . 

43.2  It  the  hearing  the  petitioner  shall  be  givaian  opportunity  to  be 
heard  and  to  show  why  the  order  should  be  modified  or  withdrawn, 

43.3  After  the  hearing  the  board  of  health  shall  sustain,  modify,  or 
withdraw  the  order  and  shall  inform  the  petitioner  in  writing  of  its  decision. 
If  the  board  of  health  sustains  or  modifies  the  order,  it  shall  be  carried  out 
within  the  time  period  allotted  in  the  original  order  or  in  the  modification. 

43.4  Every  notice,  order,  or  other  record  prepared  by  the  board  of  health 
in  connection  with  the  hearing  shall  be  entered  as  a  matter  of  public  record 

in  the  office  of  the  board  of  health. 

43.5  If  a  written  petition  for  a  hearing  is  not  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  board  of  health  within  7  days  after  an  order,  as  provided  in  regulation  42, 
has  been  issued,  or  if  after  a  hearing  the  order  has  been  sustained  in  any 
pajrt,  each  day's  failure  to  comply  with  the  order  as  issued  or  modified  shall 
constitute  an  additional  offense.   (See  regulation  45.) 

Reg\ilation  44,  Appeal 

44.1  Any  person  aggrieved  by  the  final  decision  of  the  board  of  health 
with  respect  to  the  denial  of  plan  approval,  the  denial  of,  revocation  of,  or 
failure  to  renew  a  license,  or  with  respect  to  any  order  issued  pursuant  to 
regulation  42  may  appeal  for  a  trial  de.  novo  in  the  district  court  of  the 
district  in  which  the  affected  swimming  or  wading  pool  is  situated. 

Regulation  45 .  Penalties 

45.1  Any  person  who  operates  or  maintains  a  swimming  or  wading  pool 
without  the  unexpired  and  unrevoked  written  permission  of  the  board  of  health 
shall  upon  conviction  be  fined  not  less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars. 
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1,5.2     Any  person  TJho  shall  v:iola-te  any  provision  of  this  article  for  -which 
penalty  is  not  otherviise  provided  in  any  of  the  General  Laws  or  in  any  other 
provision  cf  this  article  or  Article  I  of  this  code  shall  upon  conviction  be 
fined  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  thaii  fifty  dollars, 

45.3  -Any  person  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with  any  order  issued  pxirsuant 
to  the  provisions  of  this  article  shall  upon  conviction  he  fined  not  less  than 
ten  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars.  Each  day's  failure  to  comply  with  an  order 
shall  constitute  a  separate  violation. 

Regulation  4.6.  Variance 

46,1  The  board  of  health  may  vary  the  application  of  any  provision  of 
this  article  with  respect  to  any  particular  case  when,  in  its  opinion,  the 
enforcement  thereof  would  do  manifest  injustice;  provided,  that  the  decision 
of  the  board  of  health  shall  not  conflict  with  the  spirit  of  the  sanitary 
code,  Aiy  variance  granted  by  the  board  of  health  shall  be  in  W3?iting.  A 
copy  of  any  such  variance  shall,  while  it  is  in  effect,  be  available  to  the 
public  at  all  reasonable  hours  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  or  town, 
or  in  the  office  of  the  board  of  health,  and  notice  of  the  grant  of  variance 
shall  be  filed  with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health  of  the  Commonwealth, 

Regulation  47.  Variance,  Grant  of  Special  Permission;  Expiration, 
McK^ification,  Suspension  of 

47,1  Any  variance  or  other  modification  authorized  to  be  made  by  this 
article  may  be  subject  to  such  qualification,  revocation,  suspension,  or 
expiration  as  the  board  of  health  expresses  in  its  grant.  A  variance  or 
other  modification  authorized  to  be  made  by  this  article  may  otherwise  be 
revoked,  modified,  or  suspended,  in  whole  or  in  part,  only  after  the  holder 
thereof  has  been  notified  in  writing  and  has  been  given  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard,  in  conformity  with  the  requirements  for  an  order  and  hearing  of 
regulations  42  and  43  of  this  article. 
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DIAGRAM  I  APPENDIX  A 
S      MINIMUM  SHAPE  AND  DIVING  BOARD  DATA 


SEE  TABLE  I 


WATER  LINE 


3'MIN. 


WATER  LINE^  TOP  VIEW        WATER  LINE 

I     5'0"DB^ 1    3'0"MIN.DS-4 


DDiToDB 


DEEP  END  SECTION 


SHALLOW  END  SECTION 


NOTE:    The  shape  shown  above  gives  the  minimum  inside  dimensions  for  public  and  semi- 
public  swimming  pools.    Pools  having  safety  ledges,  slope  at  the  top  of  sidewalls,  or  any 
other  variations  in  shell  shape  which  would  cause  projections  inside  the  minimum  shape, 
shall  be  wider  or  longer  as  required  to  provide  space  for  such  projections  outside  of  the 
minimum  shape. 


